Frictional amyloidosis: a study of 10 cases.
Ten patients with macular amyloidosis were studied with particular reference to the role of friction. All 10 patients had a history of prolonged rubbing over a period of 2-5 years with various objects, such as bath sponges, brushes, towels, plant sticks and leaves. The presence of amyloid was confirmed by histochemical stains in six cases and by electron microscopy in four cases. The study confirms the role of friction in the causation of macular amyloidosis and hence, the term 'frictional amyloidosis' aptly describes the condition. The study also emphasizes the need for electron microscopy in the diagnosis of frictional amyloidosis.